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Moray East is a 950MW Offshore Windfarm which began development in 2010, 

was awarded planning consent in 2014, and won a contract to supply electricity in 

2017. Construction commenced in 2018 and, when complete, it will be capable of 

meeting the average electricity requirements of at least 950,000 UK homes. 

Moray East Selects Port of Cromarty Firth (POCF) as businesses and skilled labour force was announced as 

Intermediate Delivery Port the successful bidder for the intermediate port for the 

As with every large infrastructure project, the scale of wind turbine components. This leaflet provides some 

the Moray East Offshore Windfarm means that large information about what Moray East Offshore Wind

item components will be coming from a wide range of farm will mean for Invergordon. 

locations. To optimise the use of the specialist installa

tion vessels, intermediate delivery ports closer to the 

offshore site are used. This allows ready-to-install ma

jor components, staff and materials to quickly and re

liably reach the windfarm. In 2018, the Port of 

Cromarty Firth, with its excellent surrounding local 

Port of Cromarty Firth, Invergordon 
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Moray East Sparks Major Investment 

The selection of POCF by Moray East has been based 
on a commitment by the port to make the necessary 
investment in new quayside and adjacent hard stand
ing to accommodate the project. The contract has 
therefore unlocked a £30million investment by the 
Port with support from Highlands and Islands Enter
prise, supported by the European Regional Develop
ment Fund, and the Royal Bank of Scotland. Once 
complete the new quayside will be available as new 
berthage for the growing cruise liner business. 

POCF have awarded the port expansion contract to 
Roadbridge UK Ltd who will start work shortly. 

In the aerial photo, the area to the left of the existing 
quayside will become the expanded area required to 
accommodate the various turbine components. The 
expanded area is apparent on the plan view drawing. 

Beyond the port upgrade work, the turbine pre
assembly will create significant new opportunities for 
local enterprises to maximise local economic opportu
n ities. 

Vessels 

The turbine components will be delivered to Invergordon on a range of vessels, such as the one below left. 

Once pre-assembly is complete a specialist installation vessel, supplied by Fred Olsen, will load for transfer 

to the site (below right) and installation on the pre-installed jacket sub-structures. The scale of the expand

ed port will mean that the port can continue with its other business, including oil & gas and cruise tourism. 
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Low Cost-Low Carbon Power 

Although offshore wind is a relatively young industry, the UK has lead 
its development, but until now development has been focussed 
around a belt of ca. 30 windfarms in the shallow waters around the 
middle of England. 

Moray East represents a major milestone in the industry's develop
ment. It will generate power at S.7p per unit compared with 14p per 
unit for similar projects under construction today. 

This radical reduction in cost has been achieved by combining the 
latest technology (very high output turbines - 9.SMW in Moray East 
compared with typically SMW for earlier projects) with an excellent 
location - in deeper water (100 feet and more), further from shore 
(14 miles and beyond). Access to this location means access to an ex
cellent wind resource - more wind means generating more power, 
more often - which in turn reduces costs. On conservative estimates, 
Moray East will meet the average electricity requirements of more 
than 40 per cent of Scotland's households each year. 

Your Questions Answered 

Q: What are the long term gains for the region from Moray East? 

A: The construction phase will last for approximately 2 years. To ensure the supply chain has confidence to 

invest and develop for the future the project sponsors are well advanced with the Moray West sister project 

which may dovetail with the end of work on Moray East. Beyond that the sponsors are key drivers in a region

al Cluster to develop the supply chain for the long term. 

Q: Will the turbine project limit use of the port? 

A: Port of Cromarty Firth has allocated the existing quayside, together with a new area, for the turbine work. 

This quayside is away from the cruise liner quayside and won't impact use of the inner harbour for small boats 

or the other commercial quayside. 

Q: Will cables etc create a hazard for shipping? 

A: Cables will be buried below the sea bed. However if there are limited locations where seabed conditions 

prevent burial then protection will be placed on that cable section and this will be notified to mariners appro

priately, including being marked on Admiralty charts. As such, the cables are not envisaged to pose any hazard 

to shipping. 

Q: Will Moray East mean new overhead power lines? 

A: No, all onshore cabling will be buried between the landfall and the sub-station in Aberdeenshire. 

Q: Who will pay for Moray East? 

A: Project shareholders together with banks will provide the capital required for the project. Revenue will be 

generated from electricity sales under the UK Government's Contract for Difference scheme. 

Q: Who Are Moray East? 

A: Moray East is a joint venture owned by: EDPR (33.3%), ENGlE (23.3%) ,DGE (33.4%) & CTG (10%) 



Wind Turbine Pre-assembly 

Shortly after the port upgrade is com
plete in early 2020, MHI Vestas will start 
to use the port. Their use of the port will 
be around the delivery of large turbine 
components from several supply bases, 
their pre-assembly and preparation for 
loading onto a specialist turbine installa
tion vessel. 

The work will involve a rolling pro
gramme of deliveries into the port and 
out to the windfarm site. 

MHI Vestas ject. As a powerful partner in the community, MHI 

1/
.1 II Vestas undertakes ongoing engagement with local

J I The UK market currently 
business across a wide range of areas to ensure 

n.. represents approximate-
MHI VESTAS OFFSHORE WIND maximum value is created for the local economy of 

Iy half of MHI Vestas' 
our projects. MHI Vestas is already engaged with 

installed base: 570 tur-
Moray East, POCF and local suppliers to deliver this 

bines out of 1,100 installed. This fleet requires UK-
value. 

based expertise in the operations and maintenance 

of MHI Vestas turbines. MHI Vestas' strong service 

culture delivers innovation and low cost energy to 

consumers th roughout the lifetime of the pro-

Opportunities with MHI Vestas & Moray 

East 

The use of the POCF by MHI Vestas for the Moray 

East project will result in economic opportunities 

associated with its construction. The Port, MHI Ves

tas and Highlands & Islands Enterprise are aligned 

with the aim of promoting local economic opportu

nities associated with the project. If your business 

would like to register with MHI Vestas to be kept up 

to date with forthcoming contracting and procure

ment opportunities, please register using the form 

below, or at 

www.mhivestasoffshore.com/partnerships/ 

For interest in non turbine related opportunities on 

the project please register via: 

www.morayoffshore.co.uk/moray-east/ 

supplychain/supply-chain-registration 

Supply Chain Registration 

Name ......... .. .......... ... .. ............................ .......... .............................................................. .. ...... .... .......... . 

Address ....... .. ................ .. ........ .... ..... ................ ............... .................................... .... ............................ .. 

Email ................................................... ... ...... ......... .............................. ... ..... ................ ............ .. ........... .. 

Services Offered ... .. ...................................................................................... ....................................... 

Return To: Mary Thorogood, MHI Vestas-matho@rnhivestasoffshore.com 
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